
Fellowship Baptist, May 3, 2015; A.M. 
Message: “Holy Hands/Modest Apparel” –I Timothy 2:8-10 
 
INTRODUCTION:  In the first 7 verses Paul sets the stage: we need to pray for all men (v. 1-3); 
God desires for all men to know the truth (v. 4); the truth: that there is one savior Christ Jesus 
(v. 5-6).  In order for this to happen then God’s people must live for God (v. 2 coupled with v. 8-
10).   
 
I.  Verse 9 is addressed to the men. 
 A.  In response to the instruction to pray, men are to pray ever where. 

 1.  Pray for those in authority. 
 2.  Pray for all men. 
 3.  Pray without ceasing.—I Thess. 5:17 

 B.  Effective prayer comes from Holy lives, “holy hands” 
                       —Ps. 24:3-5; 66:17-18; James 4:8; 
 C.  Prayers are to be without wrath. 
  1.  Prayer is not for the purpose of revenge. 
  2.  Prayer is not to be because of hatred for or anger toward political leaders. 

          —v. 1 & 2. 
  3.  Prayer is for God to change their hearts.—v. 4-6; Prov. 21:1 
 D.  Prayer is to be without “doubting”. 
  1.  The word for doubting is translated this way in other versions, “quarrelling”,  
            “reasoning”, “debating”. 
  2.  Prayer is not for the purpose of winning an argument but to allow us to live in  
             harmony.—v.2 
 
II.  Verses 9-10 are addressed to the women. 
 A.  Women are also to pray with holiness.--“In like manner…” 
  ( Notice the parenthesis in verse 10.) 
 B.  A woman’s clothing should draw attention to her spirit not her body.—v.9. 

 1.  Clothing appropriate for godliness.—“Modest appear”  
                      (“Modest” here means orderly or decorous.) 

2.  Clothing that is modest—“shamefacedness” (means bashfulness, modest.) 
           3.  Clothing should show decency.—“Sobriety”--Sobriety means soundness of  
           mind, self- control. 
  4.  Clothing reveals you character.—v. 10 (Prov. 7:10)  
 C.  The emphasis should be on inter beauty not outward beauty. 
  1.  Compare the “not with” in verse 9 with the “but” in verse 10. 

2.  In I Peter 3 there is the same emphasis.—I Peter 3:1-4 
 
CONCLUSION:  Men are to have pure thoughts and women are to dress in a way that does not 
cause impure thoughts.  We are in need of godliness and decency in our society.   


